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dying by his own hand, as I have mentioned. During the
last two years of his life he carried pistols in his carriage, and
frequently pointed them at his coachman and postillion. It is
certain that without the assistance of M. de Beauvais he would
often have been brought to the last extremities. Beauvais
frequently spoke of him to the King; and it is inconceivable
that having raised this man to such a point, and having always
shown him particular kindness, His Majesty should persever-
ingly have left him to die of hunger and become mad from
misery.

The year finished without any remarkable occurrence.

My mother, who had been much disquieted for me during
the campaign, desired strongly that I should not make another
without being married. Although very young, I had no re-
pugnance to marry, but wished to do so according to my own
inclinations. With a large establishment T felt very lonely in
a country where credit and consideration do more than all the
rest. Without uncle, aunt, cousins-german, or near relatives, I
found myself, I say, extremely solitary.

Among my best friends, as he had been the friend of my
father, was the Due de Beauvilliers. He had always shown
me much affection, and I felt a great desire to unite m}rself to
his family. My mother approved of my inclination, and gave
me an exact account of my estates and possessions. I carried
it to Versailles, and sought a private interview with M. de
Beauvilliers. At eight o'clock the same evening he received
me alone in the cabinet of Madame de Beauvilliers. After
making rny compliments to him, I told him my wish, showed
him the state of my affairs, and said that all I demanded of him
was one of his daughters in marriage, and that whatever con-
tract he thought fit to draw up would be signed by my mother
and myself without examination.

The Due, who had fixed his eyes upon me all this time, re-
plied like a man penetrated with gratitude by the offer I had
made. He said, that of his eight daughters the eldest was
between fourteen and fifteen years old; the second much de-
formed, and in no way marriageable; the third between twelve